


Story & Art 
















*n n ft m 



WATS UK! IS STILL 
A LIAR. 

IN THE INTERESTS OF FULL 
DISCLOSURE, THE KANJI FOR 
"RUROUNI" ISN'T READ "RUROUNI" AT 
ALL-YOU SURE WON'T FIND IT IN ANY 
DICTIONARY/ ONCE AOAIN, WATSUKI 
HAS BEEN PULLINO YOUR LEO. CIF 
YOU'RE ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE 
TAKEN IN BY THE LITTLE RUSE, 

sorry/; 

THAT ASIDE, IT'S BEEN SO CRAZY- 
BUSY LATELY THAT I FEEL EXACTLY 
LIKE THE LITTLE SKETCH UP THERE. 

I HAVEN'T EVEN HAD TIME TO DO A 
NEW, ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATION FOR 
THIS GRAPHIC NOVEL. IT DOESN'T 
LOOK LIKE I'LL HAVE TIME TO DO IT 
FOR VOLUME 3, EITHER, BUT I WILL 
FOR VOLUME 4-PROMISE/ CROSS 
MY HEART// 


Rurouni Kenshin, which has found 
fans not only in Japan but around 
the world, first made its appear¬ 
ance in 1992, as an original short 
story in Japan's Weekly Shonen 
Jump Special. Later rewritten and 
published as a regular, continuing 
Jump series in 1994, Rurouni 
Kenshin ended serialization in 1999 
but continued in popularity, as evi¬ 
denced by the 2000 publication of 
Yahiko no Sakabato ("Yahiko's 
Reversed-Edge Sword") in Japan's 
Weekly Shonen Jump. His most 
current work, Buso Renkin 
("Armored Alchemist"), began pub¬ 
lication this June, also in Japan's 
Jump. 
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PL. '] parental advisory 

[O RUROUNI KENSHIN is rated T+ for Older Teen and 
is recommended for ages 16 and up. This volume 
piToLDER^ contains realistic violence and tobacco usage. 
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Act 7 

Mark of Evil 

















































Sokilio Army 

A unit formed of civilians in 1868, immediately after the battle 
of Toba Fushimi. Advancing before the revolutionary army, it 
collected intelligence about future targets and gathered 
recruits. 

The 1st unit of the Army, led by Sagara Sozo, was at 

this time marching north through the eastern mountain roads 

to spread the “halving of taxes*' proclaimed by the revolution. 







BUT. 
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The Secret Life of Characters (5) 


— Sagara Sozo — 

In that Sagara Sozo Ik an actual historical personage, talking about his 
“motif” as a character seems beside the point. Ultimately, what ended up 
taking precedence was Watsuki’s own mental image. Sagara Sozo (real 
name: Kojima Sliirii ) seems to have been an extravagant man, samurai 
not by birth, but scion of a wealthy family. Leaving his wife and children 
behind, he joined the cause as a pro-imperialist and, as in this story, was 
eventually turned upon by the Imperial Army and executed (beheaded) 
at 29 years of age. Since he appears here w ithin the framework of 
Sanosuke’s memories, he is of course somewhat glorified. But Sagara 
Siizo did truly see equality for all as the final objective of the revolution. 
What w ould he have thought, had he lived, had he seen what passed for 
"equality” during the subsequent Age of Meiji...? 

The real-life “Sekilio Army ( Sekiho-tai) Incident” is in fact little-known, 
and I did debate w hether or not to include it. In the end, because I felt 
it showed so clearly the truths and the lies of the Itleiji Restoration, I 
couldn't just skip it. A friend told me then that another friend—a popular 
manga creator—had cautioned that I might be “getting in too deep.” 
There’s also the fact that, w hile doing this storyline, the popularity of the 
series (in Weekly Slionen Jump) fell to its lowest point since beginning 
publication. Still, Watsuki did feel at the time that, in order to explore the 
true story of the Meiji Restoration, leaving out the story of the Sekilio 
Army was not an option. 

Design-wise (anti as mentioned above), there’s not much reason to discuss 
“motif.” Back in the previous volume, in Act Two when I drew \umuyatu 
Irifouio. I couldn't get my version of the character to resemble the 
surviving photos of him, and so I’d had to take a different route and use 
imagination as my guide. (I did search for photos or other images of the 
real Sagara Sozo, but never could find them. W'liat did lie look like...?) 
Beautiful as he was—the sun, the moon, and the stars to Sanosukc—Sagara 
Sozo becomes only more popular in the eyes (anil hearts) of female readers. 
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The Secret Life of Characters (6) 

-Sagara Sanosuke- 

■f you’re a Shinsengumi fan, you’ve probably figured 
Ibis one riglit away: Sanosuke** motif is Captain of the 
Shinsengumi’s 10th division, Harada Sanosuke. 

Ilarada Sanosuke was among the top five best-looking guys in the 
Shinsengumi...despite his depiction as “chubby” in (well-known 
historical novelist) Sbiba Ryotaro 9 s “Moeyo Ken (Burn, O Sword)”— 
Watsuki’s bible! A spear-w ielder of great strength and forever fighting, 
Ilarada Sanosuke was active in every decisive battle of the Shinsengumi. 
Rough-mannered and short-tempered, he also had a softer side—due, 
perhaps, to his humble beginnings. He was considerate of his comrades 
and took special care with subordinates. Quick to pass judgment and 
prone to seeing things in black and w hite, Ilarada Sanosuke can 
probably be thought of as the kind of “big brother” character so 
common in manga for young men. Accepted history states that he was 
K.I.A. during the lleno War, but legend has him crossing the continent 
(to China) and becoming chief of his very own bandit army. To his 
contemporaries, no doubt, he must have cut quite a dashing figure; 
obviously, Watsuki liked him quite a bit as well, and w anted him for 
KuroKen. Thus was born Sagara Sanosuke. 

Sano’s popularity has been climbing of late, and that’s a good thing. 

But as the Rurouni Kenshin character voted “Most Likely to Have 
His First Name Mangled” (I see people writing the kanjji for “Sanosuke” 
w ith the "Sa-“ wrong, the “-no” wrong, the "-suke" wrong...even, in 
one case, writing it “ Sasuke“V. ), all I can say is, C’mon, people—he’s not 
a ninja! (Sad...so sad.) 


a ninja! (Sad...so sat 
kK-, Visual Motif: Peoph 


Visual Motif: People are also always assuming he’s based on such-and- 
such a character from such-and-such a manga series (he’s not, though 
I’m a big fan of such-and-such series, myself). The model for Sano is 
actually the main character “Lamp” from * "Masbin Boken Tan 
Lamp-Lamp (Arabian Genie Adventure Lamp-Lamp)” by Obata 
Takeshi , the Ifi/.oi-ii Ao Go artist. As for where that all started, that was 
w itli me. domlling in sketchbooks during my days as an assistant, adding and 
subtracting then eventually calling it Sano—w ith blessings from the original 
artist, of course. 
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■_/ THE \ 
WL TARGETED \ 
W _MAN ALSO USES ' 
I^HIS OWN POWER 
y AND WEALTH TO 
P\ FORTIFV HIS j 
V SECURITY, f 


KUROGASA 
ENJOYS BREAKING 
THROUGH THOSE 
WALLS. WHILE 
ALSO KILLING AS 
MANY AS HE 



/ WHEN HE 
/ THREATENS 
MEN OF HIGH- 
I RANK, THE POLICE 
DIRECT THEIR 
FULL FORCES 
\ TO PROTECT 
\ THEM. 


I WHEN THOSE 

i WHO DID NOT DIE 
INSTANTLY WERE 
i QUESTIONED, 

\ THEY SAID THEIR 
\ BODIES HAD 
\ BEEN SUDDENLY 
\ PARALYZED. 


¥ AND, \ 
? IN THAT 
MOMENT- 
i THEY WERE 
{ SLASHED. I 


WAIT...IF YOU 
|iV KNOW YOU'RE 
fP UP AGAINST A 
P SWORDSMAN 
LIKE THAT... 
...YOU 
MUST'VE 

used tai 

GUNMEN. 


SOMEHOW... 
EVERY GUNMAN 
WAS STRUCK 
DOWN BEFORE HE 
COULD DRAW 
HIS WEAPON. 


...34 

POLICE AND 
GUARDS WERE 
KILLED, AND 
56 WERE 
CRITICALLY A 
WOUNDED./ 


TWO 

MONTHS AGO, 
WHEN HE 
APPEARED IN 
SHIZUOKA... 







The voice—actors of (-the CD book) "Rurcuni fCenshin" 
Himura Kenshin Qgafa Megum/ 

Kamiya K.acru Saku-rai Tcmo 

Myojin Yahiko Takayama M/nam; 

Sancsuke’s not in the group because the CD book 
is based on the first four manga chapters only. 
Sorry, Sanosuke fans/ Even so. you- shou-ld check 
it out Realty/ besides, with the st ar ‘t of the 
anime, you- can check him out ‘there. (You believe me. 
don’t you?) Despite all my worries, then—and even 
though the cashing was Watsuki—hands free/ 

—I’m tanking it. works. 


-to be continued 
























the cops 

OUGHTTA 
GO HOME 
AND TAKE 
A DUMP OR 
SOMETHIN'. 






















uunt uirrtKtNi LISTENING TO 

FROM THE MAN WHO tAN -SAN UE'S 
WAS UNDER MV '^arFMTLV 

CONSTANT PROTECTION 
THROUGH THE FOREST 
OF SWORDS mO A VERY BIG 


THE RAIN OF 
BULLETS, y 












































































Act 10-One Side of the Soul 

























































Even Wat-simKi, who watches anime yet 
Knows little of anime voice—actors. 
Knows (Kenshin "CD booK” voice—actor) 
&ga-\jx. Thaii is how good and popular 
she is. To be fair, qimite a few fan 
letters mention how well her voice fits 
(indicating, to we, how many Tenshin” 
readers were also reading a certain, 
other, simper-popular manga...and how 
sad and complicated a realisation 
is iha-^JX Given th^t WatsimKi had 
imagined Kenshin’s voice more "neimf a C 
it’s a good thing, having bga\a bring 
his voice to life. 

Si? 


...to be continued 
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BEST GET 
A SWORD 
THAT IS NOT 
A SAKABATO... 
AND WAIT 
FOR ME. 




























NEXT 

MORNING 



PEOPLE TOTAL. 
THAT. WE CAN'T 1 
BE HAPPY 




























































I didn’t know who Saku-rai was—sorry, my bad/—so. when 
I asked a friend, I fou-nd ou-t she was also voicing -^he 
heroine of a new anime series to st^t t^t fall. 
£ven*t>ally, I watched it and thought she was good— 
not 't.oo high, not too low. That "not ipo airhead—y" 
tone was close Ip what Watsi>-ki had imagined for 
Kaoro's voice..."bang on." I’d t^OU-ght Takayama, 
they led me. is "Kiki" in "The Winch's Delivery Service" 
(I’m sorry. I really do not know voice—actors! She’s got 
a lot of energy, and is a great fit for "the kid," Yahiko. 



...to be continued 


























































DON'T YOU 
FORGET AND 
WANDER OFF, 
AFTER YOU 
DEFEAT JIN-E. 
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Battojutsu 


Press the blade's edge against the inside 
of the sheath, then draw the sword 
quickly to increase the speed of the 
sword's swing by two to three times' 
normal. In this way, the attacker may 
strike the opponent before there is 
time to react. In other schools, this same 
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The Secret Life of Characters (7) 

—Ldo Jin-e- 


Thu mol if for (his character is (he No. 1 hkokiri of (he Bakumatsn, 
Okada Izo...or so i( w as supposed (o have been, bnl Udo Jin-e looks 
even less like his real-life, hisforieal counterpart (han Kensliin does. 
So, l/o fans, no le((ers w ith razor-blades in (hem, please? (1 wish 1 
were kidding.) 


Tha( aside, I designed (he eharae(er to be a polar opposite of Kenshin, 
and what I eame up with is Jin-e. Satsujin-ki or “murderous ogre** 
that he is, Jin-e is the sort of complicated fellow' w ho's not only crazy- 
acting, but crazy -crazy. It was tough, but both the character and the 
story proved w orlh the trouble. Jin-e being the No. 1 fan favorite for 
bad guys and ail, it was also tough deciding liow to end it, but 
ultimately I reasoned that, his “art of hitokirF 9 not otherwise being 
complete, he would have to commit a tearful suicide. Technically he 
may not have defeated Battosai, but in another sense, Jin-e was the 
only one ever to defeat Kenshin. Thai is Udo Jin-e. 


His outfit comes from a Shinsengomi manga that came out 14, 15 
years ago—from its cool main character, Serizawa Kamo (we’re 
talking Hijikata-cool here, kids). If you by chance happen to already 
have known this, then you have passed beyond the realm of mere 
Shinsengumi otakudom. You, my friend, are a Shinseugnmi master. 
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Finally, a net? abcu^ something STHEF than the CD bock. 
First, "thank, you- for -the fan letters which keep coming in. 
Fecentdy. even though -the mate~female readership ratjc has 
changed a bitv, it/s S'tjlf running arcond 2.A with females in thrc 
lead. I’m always wanting tx pen replies \c ycu-/' letters, bt>t 
•the amount yctr gi>ys keep SENDING isn’t even fonny. Worse, 
work’s been piling u-p and -there’s no "days off" in sight-net 
for another couple weeks, anyway. Forgive me:'/ Sometimes 
ya> write, saying you’ve made dejinshi "fanzines” and ask if 
it's okay tc send them. Bring ’em on/ I’ve got like 2.0 of them 
here already. A.s it. happens. I’m "pro ~dojinshi" myself, sc send 
them on in without, fear. For now, then, see you- in V clu-me. 5/ 


















DISEASE? 
ACCIDENT 
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GLOSSARY of the RESTORATION 

A brief guide to select Japanese terms used in Rurouni Kenshin. Note that, both here and 
within the story itself, all names are Japanese style — i.e., last or “family" name first, with 
personal or “given" name following. This is both because Kenshin is a “period" story, as 
well as to decrease confusion—were we to take the example ofKenshin's sakabato and 
"reverse " the format of the historically established assassin-name “Hitokiri Battosai," for 
example, it would make little sense to then call him "Battosai Himura." 


Himura Kenshin 

Kenshin's "real" name, revealed to Kaoru only at 
her urging 

Tokugawa-affiliated domain; fourth battle of the 

Boshin War 

Hiten Mitsurugi-ryu 

Kenshin’s sword technique, used more for defense 
than offense. An "ancient style that pits one against 
many," it requires exceptional speed and agility to 
master 

aku 

Kanji character for "evil," worn by Sanosuke as a 
remembrance of his beloved, betrayed Captain 

Sagara and the Sekiho Army 

hitokiri 

An assassin. Famous swordsmen of the period were 
sometimes thus known to adopt "professional" 
names— Kawakami Gensai, for example, was also 
known as "Hitokiri Gensai" 

Ishin Shishi 

Loyalist or pro-imperialist patriots who fought to 
restore the Emperor to his ancient seat of power 

Bakumatsu 

Final, chaotic days of the Tokugawa regime 

Boshin War 

Civil war of 1868-69 between the new government 
and the Tokugawa Bakufu. The anti -Bakufu, pro- 
imperial side (the Imperial Army) won, easily defeat¬ 
ing the Tokugawa supporters 

Jigen-ryu 

Aggressive swordsmanship style, characterized by 
one-handed draws/cuts, and the use of turning. 

Used in this story by Ujiki, a corrupt officer of the 
Police Sword Corps 

Kamiya Kasshin-ryu 

Sword-arts or kenjutsu school established by 

Kaoru's father, who rejected the ethics of Satsujin- 
ken for Katsujin-ken 

Honorific. Can be used either as a diminutive (e.g., 
with a small child—"Little Hanako or Kentaro"), or 
with those who are grown, to indicate affection 

Choshu 

Anti-Tokugawa (shogunate) domain; home to many 
patriots 

dojo 

Martial artstraining hall 

Katsujin-ken 

"Swords that give life"; the sword-arts style devel¬ 
oped over ten years by Kaoru's father and founding 
principle of Kamiya Kasshin-ryu 

-dono 

Honorific. Even more respectful than -san; the 
effect in modern-day Japanese conversation would 
be along the lines of “Milord So-and-So." As used 
by Kenshin, it indicates both respect and humility 

Kawakami Gensai 

Real-life, historical inspiration for the character of 

Himura Kenshin 

Edo 

Capital city of the Tokugawa Bakufu, renamed 

Tokyo ("Eastern Capital") after the Meiji Restoration 

kenjutsu 

The art of fencing; sword arts; kendo 

Hijikata Toshizo 

Vice-commander of the Shinsengumi 

Kiheitai 

Fighting force which included men of both the mer¬ 
chant and peasant classes 

Himura Battosai 

Swordsman of legendary skills and former assassin 
[hitokiri] of the Ishin Shishi 





Teacher; master 


Shinsengumi 

Elite, notorious, government-sanctioned and excep¬ 
tionally skilled swordsman-supporters of the military 
government ( Bakufu ) which had ruled Japan for 
nearly 250 years, the Shinsengumi ("newly selected 
corps") were established in 1863 to suppress the 
loyalists and restore law and order to the blood- 
soaked streets of the imperial capital (see Kyoto ) 

shogi 

Strategic Japanese board game. Often referred to 
as "Japanese chess" 

shogun 

Feudal military ruler of Japan 


shogunate 

See Tokugawa Bakufu 
suntetsu 

Small, handheld blade, designed for palming and 
concealment 


Tokugawa Bakufu 

Military feudal government which dominated Japan 
from 1603 to 1867 


Tokugawa Yoshinobu 

15 th and last shogun of Japan. His peaceful abdica¬ 
tion in 1867 marked the end of the Bakufu and 
beginning of Meiji 

Tokyo 

The renaming of "Edo" to "Tokyo" is a marker of the 
start of the Meiji Restoration 


Toba Fushimi, Battle at 

Battle near Kyoto between the forces of the new, 
imperial government and the fallen shogunate. 
Ending with an imperial victory, it was the first battle 
of the Bosh in War 


Yamagata Aritomo 

(1838-1922) Soldier and statesman, chief founder of 
the modern Japanese army. A samurai of Choshu, 
he studied military science in Europe and returned 
to Japan in 1870 to head the war ministry 

zanbato 

Sanosuke's huge, oversized sword, destroyed during 
the battle with Kenshin 


Honorific. Used in the modern day among male stu¬ 
dents, or those who grew up together, but another 
usage—the one you're more likely to find in Rurouni 
Kenshin —is the "superior-to-inferior" form, intended 
as a way to emphasize a difference in status or rank, 
as well as to indicate familiarity or affection 


Kyoto 

Home of the Emperor and imperial court from A.D. 
794 until shortly after the Meiji Restoration in 1868 

loyalists 

Those who supported the return of the Emperor to 
power; Ishin Shishi 


Meiji Restoration 

1853-1868; culminated in the collapse of the 
Tokugawa Bakufu and the restoration of imperial 
rule. So called after Emperor Meiji, whose chosen 
name was written with the characters for "culture 
and enlightenment" 


patriots 

Another term for Ishin Shishi .and when used by 
Sano, not a flattering one 

rurouni 

Wanderer, vagabond 

sakabato 

Reversed-edge sword (the dull edge on the side the 
sharp should be, and vice-versa); carried by Kenshin 
as a symbol of his resolution never to kill again 


Honorific. Carries the meaning of "Mr.," "Ms.," 
"Miss," etc., but used more extensively in Japanese 
than its English equivalent (note that even an enemy 
may be addressed as "- san ") 


Satsujin-ken 

"Swords that give death"; a style of swordsmanship 
rejected by Kaoru's father 

Seinan War 

1877 uprising of the samurai classes against the new 
Meiji government, ending in defeat by the govern¬ 
ment army. Also known as the "Satsuma Rebellion" 

Sekihd Army 

Military unit (formed mainly of civilians) who, believ¬ 
ing in the cause of the Emperor's restoration to 
power, were eventually turned upon by those same 
pro-imperialist forces and declared traitors 




